
 

 

 

 

 

 

PARLIAMENTARY REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL
 

Report and Determination pursuant to section 12 of the Act 

1.	 On 4 March 2002 the Premier of NSW, the Hon Bob Carr MP issued the Tribunal 

with a special reference pursuant to section 12 of the Parliamentary Remuneration 

Act 1989, to review the Logistic Support Allocation (LSA) for Members of the 

Legislative Assembly (LA). 

2.	 The Premier advised the Tribunal of the desirability of Members of the LA 

communicating in writing with their constituents on a regular basis and how the 

current allocation was insufficient for this purpose. 

3.	 The Tribunal wrote to all Members of the LA inviting submissions. The Tribunal has 

received a number of submissions from individual members and Parties. The 

Tribunal has also received a detailed submission from the Speaker of the Legislative 

Assembly, the Hon John Murray MP. All submissions received have been supportive 

of the idea of additional resources to permit biannual mailouts to constituents. 

4.	 The Speaker has provided detailed costings on mailouts under various scenarios and 

using different materials and posting methods. He has advised that the most popular 

form of communication is the “newsletter” printed on A3 sized paper printed on both 

sides that equates to 4 single sided A4 sheets. 

5.	 Because of the limited funding in the LSA such newsletters are issued as 

“Householder” mail and delivered by volunteers. This, it is submitted by the Speaker, 

is an inefficient means of communicating. 

6.	 The Legislative Assembly is comprised of 93 electorates each represented by a 

Member directly elected by the constituents of that electorate. It is important, 

therefore, that each Member has the ability to communicate with his/her constituents 

and advise them of issues affecting the electorate. 
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7.	 The Tribunal accepts that the most appropriate means of achieving this is for the 

Member to write to each constituent, either by letter or newsletter, and although more 

expensive would achieve a higher success rate than generic, hand delivered letter 

drops. 

8.	 Because of the significant costs involved and to ensure that the funds are not used for 

any other purpose the Tribunal, rather than enhancing the existing Communication – 

non Electronic” component of Member’s LSA, will make a new allocation 

specifically for this purpose. The allocation for this determination will deal only with 

the production, printing and mailing of correspondence for this financial year whereas 

the full year allocation, commencing 1 July 2002, will be determined as part of the 

annual review process. 

9.	 The Tribunal, therefore, proposes to amend the existing determination by establishing 

a new entitlement for Members of the Legislative Assembly to be known as 

“Electorate Mailout Account.” 

10. Because the purpose of the Account is for the Member to communicate with each 

constituent in his/her electorate the Tribunal proposes to express the entitlement on a 

“unit cost per copy” basis. Attached to the determination is an extract from the 

Electoral Roll produced by the State Electoral Office showing the number of Electors 

in each electorate. Each Member will be entitled to an allocation based on that 

number of electors. These numbers will be reviewed annually in time for the annual 

determination. 

11. The Tribunal has also determined conditions to ensure adequate accountability and 

transparency is provided. 
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DETERMINATION 

Pursuant to section 12 of the Parliamentary Remuneration Act 1989, the Tribunal 

determines that each Member of the Legislative Assembly be provided with an annual 

entitlement as shown at Annexure 1 for the specific purpose of preparing and distributing 

letters/newsletters to each constituent in his/her Electorate. 

For the current financial year the allocation will be as per Column A of Annexure 1. 

The conditions applicable to this determination are as set out in Annexure 2. 

The Hon Justice R Boland 
Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNEXURE 1
 

ELECTORAL DISTRICT CURRENT 

ENROLMENT (1.3.02). 
As provided by the State 

Electoral Office 

Column A Column B 
ENTITLEMENT ANNUAL 

ENTITLEMENT 
Based on $0.65 cents per elector per 
mailout. 

1. ALBURY 42,836 $27,843 $55,687 
2. AUBURN 47,075 $30,599 $61,198 
3. BALLINA 46,112 $29,973 $59,946 
4. BANKSTOWN 45,665 $29,682 $59,365 
5. BARWON 42,910 $27,892 $55,783 
6. BATHURST 44,026 $28,617 $57,234 
7. BAULKHAM HILLS 45,556 $29,611 $59,223 
8. BEGA 47,305 $30,748 $61,497 
9. BLACKTOWN 47,094 $30,611 $61,222 
10. BLIGH 49,113 $31,923 $63,847 
11. BLUE MOUNTAINS 46,403 $30,162 $60,324 
12. BURRINJUCK 43,989 $28,593 $57,186 
13. CABRAMATTA 43,674 $28,388 $56,776 
14. CAMDEN 53,102 $34,516 $69,033 
15. CAMPBELLTOWN 43,549 $28,307 $56,614 
16. CANTERBURY 44,876 $29,169 $58,339 
17. CESSNOCK 44,408 $28,865 $57,730 
18. CHARLESTOWN 44,484 $28,915 $57,829 
19. CLARENCE 43,403 $28,212 $56,424 
20. COFFS HARBOUR 44,834 $29,142 $58,284 
21. COOGEE 43,696 $28,402 $56,805 
22. CRONULLA 45,086 $29,306 $58,612 
23. DAVIDSON 45,457 $29,547 $59,094 
24. DRUMMOYNE 48,139 $31,290 $62,581 
25. DUBBO 44,107 $28,670 $57,339 
26. EAST HILLS 45,128 $29,333 $58,666 
27. EPPING 45,685 $29,695 $59,391 
28. FAIRFIELD 44,429 $28,879 $57,758 
29. GEORGES RIVER 45,976 $29,884 $59,769 
30. GOSFORD 48,685 $31,645 $63,291 
31. GRANVILLE 44,235 $28,753 $57,506 
32. HAWKESBURY 48,530 $31,545 $63,089 
33. HEATHCOTE 45,419 $29,522 $59,045 
34. HEFFRON 43,865 $28,512 $57,025 
35. HORNSBY 46,933 $30,506 $61,013 
36. ILLAWARRA 45,641 $29,667 $59,333 



ANNEXURE 1
 

Column A Column B 
ELECTORAL DISTRICT CURRENT ENTITLEMENT ANNUAL 

ENTITLEMENT 
ENROLMENT (1.3.02). 

As provided by the State 
Electoral Office 

Based on $0.65 cents per elector per 
mailout. 

37. KEIRA 44,128 $28,683 $57,366 
38. KIAMA 47,805 $31,073 $62,147 
39. KOGARAH 45,498 $29,574 $59,147 
40. KU-RING-GAI 44,984 $29,240 $58,479 
41. LACHLAN 44,696 $29,052 $58,105 
42. LAKE MACQUARIE 46,685 $30,345 $60,691 
43. LAKEMBA 43,405 $28,213 $56,427 
44. LANE COVE 45,298 $29,444 $58,887 
45. LISMORE 42,416 $27,570 $55,141 
46. LIVERPOOL 48,245 $31,359 $62,719 
47. LONDONDERRY 44,837 $29,144 $58,288 
48. MACQUARIE FIELDS 52,667 $34,234 $68,467 
49. MAITLAND 48,697 $31,653 $63,306 
50. MANLY 44,665 $29,032 $58,065 
51. MAROUBRA 44,728 $29,073 $58,146 
52. MARRICKVILLE 46,824 $30,436 $60,871 
53. MENAI 47,888 $31,127 $62,254 
54. MIRANDA 43,421 $28,224 $56,447 
55. MONARO 45,913 $29,843 $59,687 
56. MOUNT DRUITT 45,668 $29,684 $59,368 
57. MULGOA 48,251 $31,363 $62,726 
58. MURRAY-DARLING 41,731 $27,125 $54,250 
59. MURRUMBIDGEE 44,356 $28,831 $57,663 
60. MYALL LAKES 46,029 $29,919 $59,838 
61. NEWCASTLE 45,707 $29,710 $59,419 
62. NORTH SHORE 46,891 $30,479 $60,958 
63. NORTHERN 
TABLELANDS 

42,918 $27,897 $55,793 

64. ORANGE 44,160 $28,704 $57,408 
65. OXLEY 43,773 $28,452 $56,905 
66. PARRAMATTA 45,948 $29,866 $59,732 
67. PEATS 45,708 $29,710 $59,420 
68. PENRITH 44,743 $29,083 $58,166 
69. PITTWATER 45,822 $29,784 $59,569 
70. PORT JACKSON 52,511 $34,132 $68,264 
71. PORT MACQUARIE 46,288 $30,087 $60,174 
72. PORT STEPHENS 46,725 $30,371 $60,743 
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Column A Column B 
ELECTORAL DISTRICT CURRENT ENTITLEMENT ANNUAL 

ENTITLEMENT 
ENROLMENT (1.3.02). 

As provided by the State 
Electoral Office 

Based on $0.65 cents per elector per 
mailout. 

73. RIVERSTONE 51,387 $33,402 $66,803 
74. ROCKDALE 44,837 $29,144 $58,288 
75. RYDE 46,025 $29,916 $59,833 
76. SMITHFIELD 46,069 $29,945 $59,890 
77. SOUTH COAST 48,167 $31,309 $62,617 
78. SOUTHERN 
HIGHLANDS 

46,897 $30,483 $60,966 

79. STRATHFIELD 46,555 $30,261 $60,522 
80. SWANSEA 46,967 $30,529 $61,057 
81. TAMWORTH 44,598 $28,989 $57,977 
82. THE ENTRANCE 46,251 $30,063 $60,126 
83. THE HILLS 53,572 $34,822 $69,644 
84. TWEED 48,797 $31,718 $63,436 
85. UPPER HUNTER 42,507 $27,630 $55,259 
86. VAUCLUSE 44,041 $28,627 $57,253 
87. WAGGA WAGGA 43,963 $28,576 $57,152 
88. WAKEHURST 45,233 $29,401 $58,803 
89. WALLSEND 47,842 $31,097 $62,195 
90. WENTWORTHVILLE 45,034 $29,272 $58,544 
91. WILLOUGHBY 47,235 $30,703 $61,406 
92. WOLLONGONG 43,625 $28,356 $56,713 
93. WYONG 49,355 $32,081 $64,162 
TOTAL 4,270,411 $2,775,767 $5,551,534 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNEXURE 2 

Conditions applicable to the Electorate Mailout Account 

1.	 Each member is to have an Account entitled the Electorate Mailout Account. 

2.	 The Electorate Mailout Account shall be established and maintained by the Clerk of 

the Legislative Assembly. Members should be advised by the Clerk each month as to 

the balance of their Account. 

3.	 Members are to fund the cost of preparing, printing and posting letters/Newsletters to 

each constituent in his/her electorate and for no other purpose. 

4.	 All procurement by Members will be in accordance with the Parliament’s purchasing 

policies. 

5.	 No supplementation to the allocation will be considered. Any additional costs are to 

be met from the Member’s Logistic Support Allocation. 

6.	 Unused funds are to be returned to the Consolidated fund at the end of each financial 
year. 

7.	 All accounts must be submitted to the legislature for payment within 60 days of 

receipt. 



Advice of the Secretary of Treasury Pursuant to Section 12A of the Parliamentary
 
Remuneration Act, 1989
 

The following comments on the Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal’s 2002 special 
determination are made pursuant to Section 12A of the Parliamentary Remuneration Act, 
1989 by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Financial Implications 

The financial impact in 2001-02 will be in the order of $2.78m for newsletters to be sent 
to each constituent based on $0.65 per mailout. In the forward years this will rise to $5.6 
million per year (based on two mailouts per year) and will continue to be based on the 
actual number of constituents. 

Accountability and Control 

The proposal will require the establishment of a new Electorate Mailout Account within 
the Logistic Support Allocation for members of the Legislative Assembly. 

Appropriate conditions have been proposed to ensure proper accountability and 
transparency over the use of the funds. 


